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Year: First Year Transfer

Major: Pre-Veterenarian

Favorite TV Show: Bob’s Burgers

Favorite Animal: Wombat

Favorite Color: Yellow

“She has the BRIGHTEST 
personality ever. She can 
light up a room with just 
a smile and always has 
something kind to say”
-Sam Gilbert, Ford Hall RA

“She brings such positive energy 
and encouragement to our hall 
& residents during programs or 
even brief interactions!” 
-Camryn Krebs, 
Ford Hall President
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Casey was the homecoming 

chair in the fall semester & far ex-

ceeded expectations in the posi-

tion— she attended every meet-

ing & came back each time with 

more information & excitement 

to get residents excited about 

homecoming.

When the previous social 

media chair stepped down, 

Casey was more than willing 

to step in to that position. 

She was very excited and 

continues to impress with 

her promptness and willing 

attitude. 

HOMECOMING/SPIRIT CHAIR

SOCIAL MEDIA CHAIR
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3



Casey regularly attends Residence 
Hall Association meetings to stay 
updated on programs and events 
occuring in the residence halls, as 
well as any leadership opportunities 
that she or her fellow executive 
board members can participate in.

Casey works as a Night Assistant 
for EIU, which involves keeping 
watch of the residence halls 
after hours. She works to ensure 
the safety and security of the 
buliding as well as the residents 
in it. 

NIGHT ASSISTANT

RESIDENCE HALL ASSOCIATION
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Casey took her leaderhsip 
beyond EIU as a delegate at 
GLACURH RLC 2018. There, she 
brought her contagious energy 
and enthusiasm, and went 
to programs to develop her 
leadership skills.

Casey has also been 
selected to be a delegate 
for IRHA 2019. She is excited 
to continue developing 
her leadership skills at the 
conference, and wants to 
present a program about the 
importance of positivity in a 
residential community. 

GLACURH RLC 2018 IRHA 2019 (Anticipated)

Conference Involvement
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             January 28, 2019 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The intent of this letter is to serve as my support for Casey Wilderman as Student of the Year. I write this 
letter with confidence that Ms. Wilderman embodies what one would identify as a Student of the Year. In the 
short term that I have known Casey, I’ve seen her grown both personally and professionally, which has been 
reflected in her role in Hall Council at Eastern Illinois University.  
 
I have known Casey since August of 2018 when I took on the role as Hall Council Advisor. Casey was new 
to both my building and the EIU community and she was very eager to get involved in all of the activities 
and events that we were hosting. Starting from the first night of Hall Council, Casey was nominated as Spirit 
and Homecoming chair. Casey won this election by a landslide over her fellow nominees. Casey has spent 
countless nights decorating our hall windows and ensuring that our building always looks presentable, even 
if that means working over the weekend. She never complains and does all of her tasks with a smile.  
 
Casey has demonstrated outstanding leadership skills in countless situations and circumstances. She loves 
a challenge and will take on any task given to her. There have been instances when Casey has stepped up to 
run Hall Council meetings in our President’s absence. During the middle of the semester we, unfortunately, 
lost our social media representative and to no surprise, Casey stepped in and took over the position. Pro-
gramming is also a very vital component of the smooth operation of our Hall Council and Casey has been 
involved in the planning and execution of every program. She also goes the extra mile and ensures that there 
are always purchase order forms completed and other last minute but vital program requirements. There 
have also been many instances when I needed students to serve as tour guides and Casey was the first person 
to volunteer her time. She is a phenomenal student who is always putting others first. 
 
Casey has demonstrated great work ethic, loyalty, effective interpersonal communication, and a positive atti-
tude. If selected for Student of the Year, she would be an awesome representation of your organization. Her 
performance has exceeded my expectations and I know that she will always complete the tasks assigned and 
go above and beyond. It is without reservation that I recommend Casey Wilderman as Student of the Year. 
Please feel free to contact me for any further information needed. 
 
Warm regards, 
 

 
Shakeitra Simmons 
Associate Resident Director of Ford Hall 
University Housing and Dining Services 
Eastern Illinois University 
Office: (217) 581- 2015
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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing on behalf of Casey Wilderman for Student of the Year in the Illinois Residence Hall 
Association 2019 bidding process. It is an absolute privilege to be able to advocate for the recognition of 
Casey not only because I believe she deserves it, but also because her accomplishments . Casey is in good 
academic standing with EIU and greatly values the information each class provides her. Additionally, Casey’s 
always positive attitude is contagious, immediately improving the days of all other residents she sees during 
the day. 

As a first year student, Casey made a lasting impression on the residents in her residence hall 
and on those across campus. Within the first week she asked me about opportunities to get involved 
and I let her know about the openings on our hall council executive board. She was then elected to our 
Homecoming and Spirit Chair where her positive, creative energy can truly thrive. About half way through 
the year, Casey took on the role of Social Media Chair—bringing her elected positions on hall council to 
three. She has handled these positions with ease and is currently shadowing the hall council president in 
order to learn the ropes before running for president next academic year. 

In addition to Casey’s dedication to her hall, she consistently attends our Residence Hall Association 
meetings even though that goes beyond her duties in her hall council positions. This makes it clear that 
she deeply cares about our university as a whole and wants to stay up to date with events and show her 
support for other halls on campus. Furthermore, she attended GLACURH and will be attending IRHA in a 
few weeks. Casey’s contagious, positive spirit reaches past her hall and  university to residents all across 
Illinois and throughout the Great Lakes region. 

We are taught from a young age not to “judge a book by its cover,” however, Casey’s bright smile 
will tell you all you need to know about her. She is kind, she is outgoing, and she will always shine a light on 
your day. It is my sincerest hope that you consider Casey for this honor. Casey’s impact on our campus and 
beyond in such a short amount of time is truly impressive; she is setting a great example for other students, 
and earning this honor would solidify for her that her accomplishments do not go unnoticed.

Cordially,
Sam Gilbert
Resident Assistant
Senior Vice President- NRHH
srgilbert2@eiu.edu
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